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Malcolm X delivered his speech entitled The Ballot or the Bullet on April 3, 1964, in Cleveland, Ohio. The United States of America is one of the countries that has had issues with civil rights for an extended time. The beginning of slavery in America is one of the elements that impacted the civil rights of various individuals in this country. For instance, white slave-owners undermined the rights of the enslaved people who were considered as individuals of an inferior race. Civil rights problems have reduced in modern or present American society due to various constitutional reforms that acknowledge human beings as equal before God. Malcolm X and Martin Luther King Jr. are the main figureheads who made enormous contributions in the human rights arena (Santoro and Fitzpatrick 2). The main difference between these individuals is that Martin Luther utilized championed for a peaceful revolution, whereas Malcolm X was more assertive. In this speech, Malcolm X persuades African Americans to exercise their right to vote judiciously. He also convinces African Americans to take up arms if the government fails to guarantee them this right or full equality. Malcolm X integrates rhetoric elements of pathos, logos, and ethos throughout his speech, The Ballot or the Bullet, as a way of attaining his goal of persuading African Americans to take a common course in the fight for their voting rights. 
Ethos is one of the persuasive approaches that Malcolm X used in his speech to persuade the audience. Ethos enables the speaker to become more persuasive to his audience since he or she is capable of highlighting his credibility. The main aim of ethos is to foster the credibility and the ethics of the speaker. Malcolm X establishes credibility and ethics when he highlights his current position regarding Islam. He begins by informing the audience that he is still a Muslim who believes in human rights, thus trying as much as possible to address this need that has become a challenge to many African Americans. Malcolm X argues that he has ended his ties with the Nation of Islam which is an institution that advocated for the rights of African Americans. He maintains that he has terminated this relationship because this organization is going contrary to his goals. For instance, the Nation of Islam prevented its members from participating in political activities that were fundamental to Malcolm X. "Before we try and explain what is meant by the ballot or the bullet, I would lie to clarify something concerning myself. I'm still a Muslim, my religion is still Islam. That's my personal belief" (Malcolm 1). The fact that Malcolm expressed his religious position and identity is an element that improves his credibility and ethics because it assures the audience that he is not a radical but rather a human rights activist who feels their pain of being segregated from the rest of Americans.  Malcolm goes ahead and asserts, "Now in speaking like this, it doesn't mean that we're anti-white, but it does mean we're anti-exploitation, we're anti-degradation, we're anti-oppression" (Malcolm 1). All of the above quotes enables this speech to be more persuasive because the speaker tried as much as possible to produce arguments that are influenced by biases but rather mere facts that describe the state of American society at that moment. 
Malcolm X also utilizes pathos as a rhetoric element of his speech. Pathos can be described as a technique that speakers or authors use to evoke the emotional response of the audience. Some of these emotions can be energy, pity, joy, or guilt, among others. Malcolm claims, "How can you thank a man for giving you what's already yours? How then can you thank him for giving you only part of what's already yours? You haven't even made progress if what's being given to you, you should have had already" (5). The above quote evokes pity as an emotional response by those who listen to this speech because it highlights the problems that African Americans have been experiencing for a long time. The audience is likely to get convinced by this message because there was no evidence of progress among African Americans. Malcolm also put some light on the contributions of African Americans in the construction of this nation. It is apparent that African Americans should be given the opportunity to express their rights in totality because they played a crucial role in the building of this nation. Therefore, the audience is likely to become more convinced by this speech because they believe that America does not address the needs of its founder.
Furthermore, Malcolm X incorporated logos to persuade the audience based on logic and reasoning. Malcolm asserts that "Let your dying be reciprocal. This is what is meant by equality. What's good for the goose is good for the gander" (7). The above quote is a true representation of logic and a reasonable argument because it shows that African Americans should always ensure that they gain or benefit from every effort they make for the country, just like other whites. For instance, African Americans should be guaranteed voting rights just like the whites because they made a lot of effort in various national events or the economy at large. A good example of this issue can be connected to slavery, whereby African Americans provided labor in the plantations and households of the whites. Such labor led to the accumulation of a lot of wealth for the whites. Therefore, equality should apply to both African Americans and whites without exemptions.  Malcolm also argues that "Don't be throwing out any ballots. A ballot is like a bullet. You don't throw your ballot until you see a target, and if that target is not within your reach, keep your ballot in your pocket" (pp. 9-10). The above quote is also logical and reasonable because a ballot should be regarded as the best weapon to promote change in society. Americans use their voting rights to elect and demote leaders based on what they offer. Therefore, it is logical for African Americans to use this voting right as a way of eliminating all of these racial inequalities that prevail in America. 
In summary, Malcolm X integrates rhetoric elements of pathos, logos, and ethos throughout his speech, The Ballot or the Bullet, as a way of attaining his goal of persuading African Americans to take a common course in the fight for their voting rights. The Ballot or the Bullet is one of the most powerful speeches alongside Martin Luther's speech; I Have a Dream. Malcolm X’s speech proves how the use of rhetoric concepts can enable the speaker to win the hearts of his or her audience by becoming more appealing.
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